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Silt Fence

temporary silt control barrier

frog environmental supply Silt Fence
and quarter cut 1.2 metre posts,
ideal for providing support

Silt Fence is inexpensive to buy
and install, but it must be correctly
positioned and maintained for it
to be an effective pollution control
measure.
Each line of Silt Fence should
be inspected on a regular basis,
especially after rainfall.
If stakes are broken or gaps
appear between the fence and the
ground, then the fence should be
re-trenched. Accumulated silt must
be removed regularly from Silt
Fence, typically when it reaches a
third of the way up the fence.
Multiple smaller runs of silt fence
are usually more effective at
controlling pollution than longer
lines.

Applications
• Silt Fence is deployed on construction sites to
help prevent silt pollution in water bodies or from
impacting public highways.
• Silt Fence provides a ‘ponding’ function; it allows silt
laden water to collect behind it and for silt to drop
out of suspension while the water slowly drains away
or evaporates.
• Silt Fence is usually deployed in conjunction with
other silt pollution control measures, especially on
sites with clayey soils.

frog environmental Silt Fence is made from high
specification geo-textile material and has medium
porosity, making it suitable for use on most construction
sites.

Poorly installed Silt Fence can cause erosion underneath or around the edges of
fencing. This can lead to an increased silt pollution risk.

Technical information
Dimensions: 100 metres x 0.9 metres (single roll)
Dry Weight p/m: 110 g/m2 (9.9 kg single roll)
Permeability: 7 (l/m2 /sec)
Material used: tear resistant polypropylene
geotextile, PFSC timber stakes (cable ties or staples/
nails to fix)

Silt Fence
Function: creates a temporary fence to provide
a pooling function that allows silt to drop from
suspension
Disposal: all materials fully reusable or recyclable

Shorter J shaped runs of silt fence typically provide more
effective pollution control than longer runs

10 TIPS for successful Silt Fence deployments:
•
•
•

•

•

Fence posts should be spaced a maximum of
1.5m apart
Silt Fence should be trenched a minimum of
20cm into the ground and compacted
Shorter ‘J shaped’ installations of Silt Fence act
like mini-retention areas and are typically more
effective than longer runs (as shown in the
diagram above)
Longer runs of silt fence will concentrate water
in the lowest point, where the fence can become
weakened and water can undercut or overflow
the fence avoid these where possible
Water flowing around the edges of silt fence can
cause erosion and add to the pollution loading
from site

for technical support and sales of
Silt Fence contact frog environmental
0345 057 4040
info@frogenvironmental.co.uk
www.frogenvironmental.co.uk
@frogenv
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Silt Fence can be used as a temporary
measure to prevent muddy
water escaping from construction sites
The lower part of the end of each run of silt
fence should ideally be above the top of the
middle section of the run
Removal of accumulated silt and regular
inspection are key maintenance activity for silt
fence. A named individual should be responsible
for this action on site
Silt fences are not designed to handle
continuous high volume flows and will not
be an effective stand-alone control in these
circumstances
Factors such as soil type, slope angle and slope
length are key factors in determining how much
silt fence is needed on site
If ground conditions are clayey Silt Fence alone
is unlikely to be an effective pollution control
Wales: Llanwrda, Dyfed SA19 8NA
Midlands: The Byre, Blakenhall Park, Barton Under
Needwood, Staffordshire, DE13 8AJ

